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SUBJ: ZNANIE SPEAKER SAYS MEAT SHORTAGE WILL CONTINUE 

1 . IN A RECENT (AUGUST 24) ZNANIE LECTURE ON THE SOVIET 
DOMESTIC SITUATION, USSR JOURNALIST UNION MEMBER DH. DH. 

KARIMOV PROVIDED FRANK ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT MEAT SITUATION 
AND TOLD AUDIENCE THAT MEAT SHORTAGES WOULD CONTINUE INTO 
1980S. ACCORDING TO KARIMOV, DURING PAST SEVEN MONTHS, SOVIET 
LIVESTOCK BREEDERS HAVE SURPASSED THEIR PLAN AND INCREASED 
MEAT SUPPLIES TO 14.5-15 MILLION TONS. HOWEVER, HE SAID THIS 

IS INSUFFICIENT TO MEET CURRENT DEMAND AND MEAT SHORTAGES 
WILL CONTINUE. SPEAKER ADDED THAT TO PROVIDE SOVIET POP- 
ULATION WITH ENOUGH MEAT FOR ALL, SUPPLY OF 20 MILLION TONS 
IS NEEDED, BUT, BY END CURRENT FIVE YEAR PLAN, SOVIET STOCK 
WILL BE ONLY 16 MILLION TONS. THUS. KARIMOV CONCLUDED, TO 
FULLY SUPPLY SOVIET POPULATION WITH MEAT IS "DUTY OF NEXT 
FIVE YEAR PLAN". 

2. AUDIENCE ALSO WAS TOLD, IN CONNECTION WITH AGRICULTURAL 
SITUATION, THAT: 

-WHEAT PRODUCTION THIS YEAR WOULD REACH 225-230 
MILLION TONS; SUGAR BEET PRODUCTION WILL BE 90-100 
MILLION TONS WHICH WILL HELP TO COVER LAST YEAR'S 
SHORTFALL (GIVEN AS 10 MILLION TONS). 
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-INVESTMENTS IN SOVIET AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISES 
WENT UP 4 PERCENT IN PAST YEAR TO TOTAL OF 46 BILLION RUBLES. 
AVERAGE AGRICULTURAL SALARY HAS INCREASED BY 5 PERCENT TO 154 
RUBLES A MONTH. 

-ABOUT 10 PERCENT OF LENINGRAD AGRICULTURE IS IN PRIVATE 
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PLOTS. THESE, HOWEVER, PRODUCE 30 PERCENT OF AREA'S MEAT AND 
MILKAND 60 PERCENT OF ITS POTATOES. 

-AGRICULTURAL SPARE PARTS DELIVERIES IN LENINGRAD AREA 
HAVE GREATLY IMPROVED IN THE PAST YEAR. DEAD TIME FOR 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY NOW RUNS BETWEEN 10-12 PERCENT WHEREAS 
IT PREVIOUSLY WAS AROUND 30 PERCENT. 

-OF 45 MILLION PENSIONERS IN THE SOVIET UNION, 12 
MILLION LIVE ON COLLECTIVE FARMS. 

3. COMMENT: FRANK TALK ABOUT MEAT SITUATION UNDOUBTELY 
ONLY SERVED TO CONFIRM LENINGRADERS' NATURAL INCLINATION 
TO EXPECT THE WORST. AT ANY RATE, NEWS THAT SHORTAGE 
WOULD CONTINUE WAS ACCEPTED WITHOUT MURMUR BY AUDIENCE 
AND DID NOT EVEN ELICIT A QUESTION IN FOLLOWING QUESTION 
AND ANSWER SESSION.NEUBERT 
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